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emplovee. He owns his owny

©° dent.and been able to live
the fullest e

e currently Tesidin

D - basic civil rights.
| " Sincethe !

-in 1988, there:has: been: a major
shift in'thinking in’the field o
‘developmental - disabilities.. Ne

-.tors Jumped ‘the ‘gunand  reli-
censed the Oyster Creek Nuclear
‘Generating Station - in- Lacey
until +2029; Failure of a'*main
tranisformer led to the shutdown
of ‘the reactor earlier this week.

. ery of high levels of radioactive
tritium . contammatmn at the
s1te . g

Nuclear Regul

tium . ‘leak ‘to ‘two  burst" pipes
from the reaotor Concentratmns

_800-times the allowable ievels in
four ‘test wells at the site. This

aging’ management:’ program,
which was the: basis of the reli-

ernard Krakosky is a state"'-:

' condommmn in:Mercer County..-

At one time, he lived in'a state -

- institution.: He: is an‘example of -

- what a person’ W1th a. disability. .

. can accomplish given the eppor::
" tuhity. He has: become’ 1ndepen-..-'

 them’ there' ‘This’is a xnatter f

e :
the current federal regulations

| Jersey has been slow to abide by -
L T the  federal ' mandates of - Olm-
o7 gtead v LiCoand the Amerxcans,
- with' Disabilities - Act, * both -of
-which affirmed the right of indi: -
-_v1duals Wll‘h d1sab111t1es to hve_,'

_That followed ‘the recent discov-

“sion staff: haveft'racked’ the tri-
" of radioactive tritium are up to’. :

‘raises ‘alarm about the. plant 5.

Coin the commumty Under the
regulations,. states must’ under~_'
" take . all reasonable ‘steps neces-
‘sary to allow people ‘with devel:

'.opmental or mental .disabilities”

to live in the commumty to the

-fullest extent possible.

New Jergey developmental :

?.'centers have ‘received “unfavor-

. able.ratings by the Centers: for
e : ;- Medicare and Medicaid Services

" This'is not a_ r1ght aﬁ‘orded to__,-

" the approximately 3000 people,

and subsequent . “investigations

right dzrec‘uon' '
‘The. -average cost for a person

.11vmg in the developmental cen- =
tar is roughly $233;000, compared
to $86 (}00 for a’ person tolived ina.:

._.commumty hy crossmg a pub11c~
- :r1ght of way. .
. ‘Exelon sinc federal’ regula- .

:when ‘the * state 'Department- of
‘Environmental - Protection con:
“sidered a fine- ‘against Exelon for
‘failure to report tritium in storm
_-drains. The plant’ management
“was content to say it'was proba-
‘bly a -mistake made by laborad-
_tory workers. But, as Pr. Jill Lip-
...otiof ‘the state Department of .
7-3__Env1ronmental Protectlons Bu-
" reau " of - Nuclear - Engineering
“made clear we: wﬂl never know"
if'a lab error was made or not.""
Workers dumped the ‘water that
‘had beey - 'tested hefore further'
-analysis could be done

[Tritium leaks at Oyster Creek-
‘are a serjous issue‘for the public.

Contrary to reassuring .words.

- inshtutlonal populatlon.

by the Deparfment of Justice, ¢it- *
~ing Vzolatlons of the le R1ghts :
f at _

P y1e1d anet proﬁt to' New J ersey
" We-would ‘save millions of dol-
‘lars wh1le prov1dmg these citi--
: ing: with ng?
S {Alaska;

the state ‘and use the
N pand commun},ty .

;_.New Jersey has the thlrd
“highest rate of - b
'mshtutmnaluzatmn of people 5
with- developmental
disabilities in the nation,

and-the second- Jargest -

" gérvices:
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proper fundmg, those on the

waiting list .aré" hearing that
"+ their only option may be a devel-,
”opmental center That is not an”
opt1on i
4 THo 'vest of the country seems:f;.
to have it figured out. Across.the -
- tonintry, 140 institutiens for peos
S ple with 'devélopmental disabili-*
“ties have closed, with funding re-:
‘allocated - to " community-based
“New' ‘Jersey *has -the™ _
--.-c1t1zen, ‘yet they-sre ‘confined to °

i  third-highest ‘rate of institation-

also could be resolved The i}va1t~

“ing list has almost 8,000:individu-

e als with disabilities wa1t1ng for,
~That mumber has
“hearly - doubled in- the- last dec-

ade, and, it will contmue o grow.
fowe do not" begin to invest in”"
‘commuhnity - support.; Without'

services;

t1um and the’ state of I].h 10
__subsequently sued Exelon

s We stﬂl do not know the out-
”;-.come of ‘an“incident in- October

- After- the . gross v1olat1on of

“public safety. staridards at Braid-

'velopmental dlsabzhues ‘ha¥

been closed There are 11 states
' 1nst1tut10ns

Virginia). Michigan - is

wood, Exelon -had to begin test--

ing for tritium leaks af its other .+
plants. At Dresden, tritium was .., ..
found .in -offsite’ wells: 500 times =« 7.
allowable standards. At Exelor’s - - Lo

along Pipes that transport waste
Each day Oyster Creek” oper

'_-ates, the public is exposed to con-
“tinuous doses.of low-level radia-

tion. - Of . ‘all nuclear plants
nationwide, Oyster ‘Creek’s air-

‘borne emissions for Strontlum 90
;- are hlghest and they-are the sec-

ond “highest for airborne Stron-

titm 89. The plant also émits the
~ second-highest airborne levels-of - -

_Byron Plant in Tlinois; tritiuin
“levels were more than four times
- the féderal standards in- vauits =

ion in the nation, and the 1

-D1str1ct ‘of - Columbis,”
awaii; Indiana; ‘Maine; Minne: .
sota, New Hampshire, New Mex-
ico,: Rhode Island, Vermont and
West
‘scheduded to be the 12th; with its -
~last 61 institutional = residents::
moving into " commun1t1es by
‘Septeinber. There ‘are six other'_
‘'statés with féwer ‘than ‘100 insti-"

'Z-tutlonal res1dents 'I‘he nat1onal o
“irend is closing costly institu-
tions and 1nvestmg in.commu-
ity services. New Jersey should . |
fo]low the lead of *these otheri

states - :
We are do1ng a huge d1sserv1ce4

to our -citizens - l1V1ng in the
“.states’ :
They ‘are people who should be'-

developmental ‘centers.

afforded the saitie rights ‘as any

Commumty Opt1ons has par-

‘ticipated in 1nst1tutzona1 closure
and ..community: .placément = of

uridreds of péople with: disabili- - |
ies throughout the“country.
've | witnessed - firsthand - peo-

“ple who have thrived in the com- -
“munity after leaving an: Anstitu-
~tion.:.They 'become  active
‘members’ of thear commumty :
“who are gainfully, employed We
~have seen people who have been
1ax burdens become taxpayers

We hope to see many more.”

Robert Stack zs preszdent and
CEO of Commumty Optzons Inc

in Lacey

titutions, ‘with " limited free-
‘dom of choice:and other r1ghts



