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BERNARDS

Center holding naturalist-led programs

The Somerset County Park Commission Environmental Education Center (EEC) has scheduled the following

naturalist-led programs to help children and adults enjoy the wonders of nature during autumn in Somerset

County. 

A Snowflake Party will be held from 2 to 5 p.m. on Tuesday, Dec. 22. Family and friends will prepare for the

inevitable snow by making giant snowflakes for display at the EEC and some to take home. Come any time and

spend as much time as you desire. The program is free and there is no need to register.

A Family Nature Walk will be conducted from noon to 1 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 27. Family and friends will enjoy a naturalist-led interpretive walk through the

Great Swamp. The program is free and registration is not required.

The Somerset County Park Commission Environmental Education Center is at 190 Lord Stirling Road in the Basking Ridge section of the township. 

Information on these and all Park Commission programs and activities is available at www.somersetcountyparks.org

(http://www.somersetcountyparks.org) or by calling 908-766-2489.

Blue “BOBO (Buy One, Bring One) Fridays” bins now are at the Environmental Education Center and Lord Stirling Stable in the Basking Ridge section of

the township, as well as at the Somerset County Park Commission headquarters at North Branch Park in Bridgewater. The public is invited to drop off

canned food or personal care items for donation to Somerset County food banks.

Information on all Somerset County Park Commission activities may be found by calling 908-722-1200 or at www.somersetcountyparks.org

(http://www.somersetcountyparks.org).

BRIDGEWATER

Taste of Somerset scheduled for May 23

The 24th annual Taste of Somerset, the area’s original gourmet tasting event, provides the opportunity to sample the finest appetizers, entrees,

desserts and beverages that the region has to offer.

The event has continued to grow through the decades and the 2016 Taste of Somerset will again provide guests with an ultimate dining experience for the

24th consecutive year.

Taste is scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m. on Monday, May 23, 2016, at The Palace at Somerset Park, 333 Davidson Ave. in the Somerset section of Franklin.

Proceeds from the event support the PeopleCare Center and the nonprofit tenants housed in the facility at 120 Finderne Ave. in Bridgewater.

Taste of Somerset tickets are available at a discounted price of $65 for the all-you-can-eat event if purchased before Feb. 1; and are $75 thereafter.

Tickets are available at www.peoplecarecenter.org (http://www.peoplecarecenter.org) or at the PeopleCare Center office. For information, call

908-725-2299.

The 2016 Taste of Somerset will feature chefs from more than 40 of the region’s best restaurants and more than one-dozen beverage providers. Guests

will stroll through the Palace, sampling the finest fare from the area’s best restaurants.

“Taste of Somerset provides a unique opportunity to sample the county’s finest restaurants,” said Marie Hughes, executive director of the PeopleCare

Center, in a prepared statement. “It is a terrific experience for anyone who enjoys dining out. The discounted tickets make great gifts for friends,

relatives and business associates.”

Taste of Somerset has generated more than $400,000 for the PeopleCare Center. The funds raised serve to provide a secure, comfortable, and

affordable home to nonprofit agencies. Among the services addressed by PeopleCare Center tenants are homelessness, literacy, child care, foster care
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children, education and individuals of all ages with various disabilities.

CENTRAL JERSEY

NJ Transit offering travel options

NJ Transit is offering extra service for the upcoming holidays to give customers more travel options, whether going to the mall for last-minute shopping,

leaving work early for the holidays, or attending New Year’s Eve festivities.

In addition, NJ Transit is giving customers almost two weeks of continuous savings through a special extension of the Family Super Saver Fare, which

allows up to two children 11 and younger to travel free with each fare-paying adult.  Usually limited to weekends, the Family Super Saver Fare will be in

effect for the entire holiday period, starting at 7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 24 until 6 a.m. Monday, Jan. 4, on all trains, buses and light rail lines. 

NJ Transit customer service representatives and volunteers will be deployed at major facilities throughout the holiday weekend to assist customers with

their travels. 

For complete schedule and fare information, customers may visit njtransit.com or call 973-275-5555.

On Thursday, Dec. 24, trains will operate on a weekday schedule on all lines with additional “early getaway” service from New York Penn Station, Newark

Penn Station and Hoboken Terminal starting at 1 p.m. on the Northeast Corridor, North Jersey Coast, Raritan Valley, Morris & Essex, Pascack Valley and

Port Jervis lines. Newark Light Rail, Hudson-Bergen Light Rail and River Line will operate on a weekday schedule. Buses will operate on a regular

weekday schedule on most routes, with early getaway service from the Port Authority Bus Terminal starting and the Jersey City waterfront around 1 p.m.

to accommodate the heaviest travel. Visit njtransit.com for details.  

On Thursday, Dec. 24, and Monday, Dec. 28, through Thursday, Dec. 31, in anticipation of lighter ridership, selected peak hour trips on certain bus routes

will be eliminated. More information can be found on www.njtransit.com (http://www.njtransit.com).

On Christmas Day, Friday, Dec. 25, trains will operate on a weekend/major holiday schedule on all rail lines. Newark Light Rail and River Line will operate

on a Sunday schedule. Hudson-Bergen Light Rail will operate on a weekend schedule. Holiday bus schedules vary by route —customers are advised to

consult their timetable for holiday schedule or visit www.njtransit.com for details. 

On Saturday, Dec. 26, and Sunday, Dec. 27, trains will operate on a regular weekend schedule on all lines with an additional train operating Sunday only

on the Port Jervis Line. In addition, Meadowlands service will operate for the Jets vs. New England game on Sunday, Dec. 27. Customers should visit

www.njtransit.com for details. Newark Light Rail and River Line will operate on a Saturday and Sunday schedule respectively. Hudson-Bergen Light Rail

will operate on a weekend schedule. Buses will operate on a regular weekend schedule. Buses to and from New Jersey malls are subject to delays. Visit

www.njtransit.com (http://www.njtransit.com) for more details.

EDISON

Have dinner with Santa on Dec. 21

Quaker Steak & Lube, or The Lube to loyalists, recently announced it will rev its engines — and gift-giving spirit — during the holiday season with toy

drives at its Brick, Edison and Pohatcong restaurants throughout the month of December.

Shifting gears, The Lube also announced that it will host Dinner with Santa at the three restaurants from 5 to 8 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 21.

“We are proud to once again partner with the Visitation Relief Center, Hands of Hope and NORWESCAP for the 2015 holiday season,” said Victor

Russomanno, area director, Quaker Steak & Lube. “Charitable giving is a focus within Doherty Enterprises and the restaurants we operate, and we’re

happy to lend a hand to our neighbors in need throughout the year, and especially during the holidays. We also look forward to spreading holiday cheer to

guests during our Dinner with Santa, and we are excited for families to join us to enjoy some festive fun with the kids.”

On Monday, Dec. 21, Santa Claus comes to town. From 5 to 8 p.m., guests have the opportunity to take photos with Santa — and get in those

last-minute gift wishes. Families will also enjoy a Kids Eat Free special, and children ages 12 and under can choose any entrée on the Quaker Steak &

Lube Kids Lube Cruiser menu. Reservations are encouraged, and guests must bring their own cameras for photos with Santa.
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Now through Thursday, Dec. 31, guests will receive a $5 bonus card to use during their next visit to The Lube with every $25 gift card purchase.

For more information about Doherty Enterprises Inc., visit www.DohertyInc.com (http://www.DohertyInc.com).

Pink Drinks for Breast Cancer Awareness representatives from Quaker Steak & Lube and Chevys Fresh Mex present a check for $1,036.50 to the Tinton Falls-based

Beauty Foundation for Cancer Care, dedicated to easing the financial strains associated with cancer and allowing patients and their families to focus on the most

important thing, beating the disease, while feeling confident, strong and courageous. The money was raised through Pink Drink fundraisers at Quaker Steak & Lube

restaurants in Brick, Edison and Pohatcong and Chevys Fresh Mex restaurants in Clifton and Linden, which donated a portion of proceeds from sales of their “Pink

Drinks” during Breast Cancer Awareness Month in October. From left: Jorge Rojas, general manager, Chevys Fresh Mex in Linden; Regan Toomey, director of training,

Doherty Enterprises; Mike Dorony, general manager, Quaker Steak & Lube in Edison; Sam Tecchio, general manager, Quaker Steak & Lube in Brick; Nick Graf, general

manager, Quaker Steak & Lube in Pohatcong; Albert Traficante, general manager, Chevys Fresh Mex in Clifton; and Stephanie Reynolds, trustee, The Beauty Foundation

for Cancer. (Photo: ~Courtesy of BML Public Relations)

KENDALL PARK

Academy now accepting enrollment

Apple Tree Typing Academy LLC has begun accepting enrollment for their January 2016 classes in their Kendall Park location.

Each class includes 12 weekly sessions, with homework, to immerse each student into the correct art of typing. This new class will be open to students

from third grade to adult at the introductory rate of $250 for the 12-week class.

“I have seen many children and adults attempt to type using the two finger ‘hunt and peck method’ (or the one finger method), make many mistakes, and

take a long time to get their thoughts on paper,” said owner Lisa Bellizio in a prepared statement. “I’ve also seen children ‘lounging’ in their chairs or in

‘gaming posture’ while typing. Using the computer is a daily activity for many and proper typing skills not only improve speed and accuracy, but they allow

the body to sit for periods of time with minimal fatigue and future injuries. I believe that anyone can learn to type, all they need is desire,

determination and patience.”

Thanks to an agreement with Christ the King Lutheran Church, Apple Tree Typing Academy will be meeting in the church Sunday School room on various

afternoon/evenings throughout the week.  Parking is ample and the church is directly across from Stop and Shop supermarket, Sonic Fast Food and

Chase Bank. Each session will have a maximum of eight students to provide more personalized attention to the budding typist. With each session,

students will learn appropriate typing skills and correct posture, improve typing speed and learn other skills necessary for successful and injury-free

typing.

The church is at 3330 Route 27 North. For more information, go to www.appletreetypingacademy.weebly.com

(http://www.appletreetypingacademy.weebly.com), email appletreetypingacademy@yahoo.com or call 732-398-1959.

LAMBERTVILLE

Alliance hosting Home for the Holidays on Dec. 24
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Animal Alliance is hosting Home for the Holidays, a special event offering 50 percent off all cats and a special gift included with all dog adoptions, on

Thursday, Dec. 24.

The event will be held from 1 to 6 p.m. From labs, terriers and hounds to a variety of playful felines, there is surely a pet for everyone at Animal Alliance.

Cat adoption rates at the event will be slashed by 50 percent from the regular rate of $75 to $125. All of the dogs and cats awaiting adoption can be

viewed on PetFinder via the agency’s website at www.animalalliancenj.org (http://www.animalalliancenj.org) and at the Robert W. Curts Memorial Pet

Adoption Center located at 1432 Route 179 North.

The agency is calling on the community to open their hearts and their homes this holiday season to a loving pet in need of a family. There are a variety of

ways that anyone can help a shelter pet find a home for the Holidays. The greatest gift is to adopt a pet, but individuals can also come to Animal

Alliance’s Home for the holidays event for some hot cocoa and to donate supplies, including dog toys, cat toys, towels, sheets, wet cat food and wet dog

food. Additionally, adoption gift certificates can be purchased at Animal Alliance, and the gift recipient can then pick their perfect pet.

According to the ASPCA, there are 3 to 4 million shelter dogs waiting to be adopted that would make the perfect pet for anyone or any family. The ASPCA

also said that only 20 to 30 percent of cats and dogs in homes are adopted from shelter and rescue groups. This is a number that organizations like

Animal Alliance are working to change. Since 2007, Animal Alliance has adopted thousands of dogs into loving homes and each year that number

continues to rise.

The Robert W. Curts Pet Adoption Center is at 1432 Route 179 North in Lambertville with hours of operation from 5 to 8 p.m. on Thursday and from noon

to 4 p.m. from Friday to Sunday. Visit www.animalalliancenj.org (http://www.animalalliancenj.org) to view adoptable pets and to download a copy of the

adoption application.

METUCHEN

Tu B'Shvat & Me! slated for Jan. 10

Tu B’Shvat & Me! will be conducted on Sunday, Jan. 10, at Neve Shalom Nursery School.

The free program runs from 2:30 to 4 p.m and celebrates the birthday of the trees!  There will be a hands-on program for age 2 to 6 and their families

exploring the meaning of Tu B’Shvat. There will also be storytelling, planting, creating artwork, a cooking activity, and singing and dancing.

Neve Shalom Nursery School is at 250 Grove Ave.

RSVP to Martha Mack at nurseryschool@neveshalom.net or 732-548-2238, ext 17.

NEW BRUNSWICK

National Homeless Persons' Memorial Day event

On Monday, Dec. 21, the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders, in partnership with Mayor James Cahill and City of New Brunswick and the

United Methodist Church, New Brunswick, will host a National Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day event.

The service will be held at New Brunswick’s United Methodist Church, 323 George St., from 6 to 8 p.m.

“This event is a chance to acknowledge and remember those who have died due to homelessness and its hardships,” said Freeholder Blanquita B.

Valenti, chairwoman of the county’s Community Services Committee, in a prepared statement. “It is also an opportunity for Middlesex County residents of

all faiths and walks of life to come together to learn about homelessness in Middlesex County.”

“Middlesex County is dedicated to ending homelessness here,” said Freeholder Director Ronald G. Rios in the statement. “It is our duty as public

servants to help those most in need. It is also our duty to raise awareness of the issue so that we can work together as a community to ensure that

every man, woman and child has a place to call home.”

Through the advocacy efforts of the National Coalition for the Homeless, the National Consumer Advisory Board and the National Health Care for the

Homeless Council, communities all over the United States have held a Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day Event every year on Dec. 21 since 1990, as

this date marks the first day of winter and is also the longest night of the year.

With this in mind, the Middlesex County Board of Chosen Freeholders and the City of New Brunswick have joined the county’s homeless service
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providers and advocacy organizations to create the service’s events, which emphasize what this winter night represents for homeless people.

The events will include: public awareness education, proclamations read by the Middlesex County Freeholder Blanquita B. Valenti and New Brunswick

Mayor James Cahill, testimonial from homeless individuals, poetry written by homeless individuals, musical selections, Interfaith readings, Intercultural

Community Commitments, community clothing drive and a candlelight tribute.

For more information, contact Melissa Bellamy at the Middlesex County Office of Human Services at 732-745-2922.

PISCATAWAY

Coming up at the Piscataway Public Library

Here are some upcoming offerings from Piscataway Public Library.

Piscataway Public Library is offering ESL Classes For Beginners, beginning in January. The classes will be held at 3 p.m. on Mondays at the J. F.

Kennedy Library, 500 Hoes Lane. For more information, or to register, call Kennedy Library at 732-463-1633, ext. 6. 

A "Healthy Living" series will also begin in January, and will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at J. F. Kennedy Library. For more

information, visit www.Piscatawaylibrary.org/eventcalendar (http://www.Piscatawaylibrary.org/eventcalendar). Registration is required. Call

732-463-1633, ext. 6.

PRINCETON

Nonprofit to partner with church

Community Options Inc., a national nonprofit organization dedicated to providing housing and employment support to individuals with intellectual and

developmental disabilities, will partner with Hillsborough Presbyterian Church in Hillsborough.

“I believe this relationship will create new meaningful activities and opportunities for our program participants,” said Andrew Park, managing director of

Community Options Enterprises, in a prepared statement.

At the Hillsborough Journey Program, Community Options’ program participants will be involved with regular church activities like organizing books,

add/removing content on the bulletin board, taking care of the community garden and arranging letters on their letter board. Program participants will also

be involved in the outside community, as they will serve food to the homeless on the fifth Friday of every month as well as run a bake sale with proceeds

going to the charities of the program participants’ choice.

“The Hillsborough Presbyterian Church takes seriously the commandment to ‘love our neighbors,’ and we’re dedicated to serving our community in this

spirit. Whether providing fresh produce from our Community Garden to the food bank or preparing meals for Samaritan Homeless Interim Program, HPC

members are putting this love in action,” said the Rev. Dawn Adamy of the Hillsborough Presbyterian Church in a prepared statement.

“We believe our partnership with Community Options is a great way to further this mission. I’ve seen for myself how Com Op program participants enjoy

serving and doing things for others, so it makes sense for us to partner with them — it’s a win-win. In this year when our township is focusing on

gratitude, we are so thankful to be working with our new friends from Community Options and look forward to discovering new ways to work and serve

together.”

The church is four miles away from Community Options’ current location in Hillsborough, allowing transportation in the morning and afternoon to remain

seamless and convenient.

Community Options is partnering with the Rev. Dawn Adamy and the Hillsborough Presbyterian Church.

For more information about Community Options, visit www.comop.org (http://www.comop.org).

SOMERVILLE

Support group for job seekers offered

Jewish Family Service of Somerset, Hunterdon and Warren Counties is offering a Job Seekers Support Group for active job seekers who are

unemployed, underemployed or seeking a career change.

The next group will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 6, at JFS, 150-A W. High St.
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The topic for this session is “Secrets from a Former Head of HR: What they don’t tell you about the Job Search Process,” presented by Allan Weisberg,

co-president, Next Chapter Coaching and Consulting.

This group is offered free of charge and is open to the entire community. Funding for this program is provided by grants from The United Way of

Hunterdon County, The Arnold A. Schwartz Foundation and Magyar Bank. To register or for information about Career Counseling Services, contact Elise

Prezant at 908-725-7799, ext. 108, or eprezant@JewishFamilySvc.org.

WARREN 

Works by Greene on view

This December, the Art Space at SCLSNJ’s Warren Township Library branch, 42 Mountain Blvd., has a decidedly local flavor, with paintings by a Warren

Township amateur artist on display on the art wall; and glazed pottery by a renowned sculptor who lived and worked in the township is exhibited in the

display case.

Warren resident and amateur painter David Greene started painting three years ago after retiring from his job as a biochemical engineer. His first pieces

were oil paintings, but he soon switched to watercolor when the Warrenbrook Senior Center offered a short course in Watercolor Painting. The initial

program attracted a mix of new and experienced painters and continues to meet once a week.

The experienced painters have been very generous and patient in teaching the novices the finer aspects of watercolor painting and the center, with the

support of a most generous benefactor, has provided the facility and materials for painting. Greene is still learning by studying the paintings of others and

trying to develop his own style. Although he has experimented with various types of paintings, he generally paints realistic landscapes. His favorite

painter is Vincent Van Gogh, but Greene enjoys a wide range of artists and styles.  

Greene and his wife, Martha, are originally from Connecticut and moved to Warren 20 years ago, after having previously lived in Massachusetts and

England. They are both regulars at the programs for adults offered by SCLSNJ’s Warren Township Library branch.

The display case features works of art created by designer and sculptor Waylande Gregory, who lived and worked at his studio on Mountain Trail in

Warren from 1939 until his death in 1971. Gregory has been praised as “the most outstanding ceramist of the (1925-1950) period.” In 1936, he built an

impressive fountain titled “Light Dispelling Darkness,” displayed at Edison’s Roosevelt Park. In 1937, he began working on a fountain for the grounds of

the 1939-1940 New York World’s Fairs. The celebrated “Fountain of the Atom” was featured in a March 1939 Life magazine photo spread. He spent more

than a year creating the sculptures that surrounded the fountain at his Warren studio. His career peaked in the early 1940s.

In later years, Gregory gave up working in clay and started working in metal, hammering out images from flat, malleable sheets of lead copper. SCLSNJ’s

Warren branch is proud to be exhibiting these unique pieces created by a celebrated local sculptor. 

For more information, contact SCLSNJ’s Warren Township Library branch at 908-754-7554.

Read or Share this story: http://mycj.co/1m1GSRP
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