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WHERE:  
   Union League
   140 South Broad Street. Philadelphia. PA

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
 People with disabilities
 Parents & family members of people with disabilities
 Health and Human Service Professionals

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS:
Sunday, October 25, 2015 
 6:00pm  Welcome Reception- Union League- Grant Room

Monday, October 26, 2015
 7:30 am  Registration
 8:45 am  Welcome/ Introduction- Robert Stack
 9:00 am  Morning Session: Al Condeluci
 12:00 pm  Lunch
 1:30 pm  Afternoon Session: Al Condeluci
 
Tuesday, October 27, 2015
 8:45 am  Welcome/ Introduction- Robert Stack
 9:00 am  Morning Session: Al Condeluci
 12:00 pm  Lunch
 1:30 pm  Afternoon Session: Al Condeluci

Wednesday, October 28, 2015
 8:45 am  Welcome/ Introduction- Robert Stack
 9:00 am  Morning Session: Dr. James Conroy
 
Go to www.comop.org/national-conference/ for additional information

iMatter Conference
9th Annual

This year’s conference is focused on leadership.  Just as the leaders of our country have done, we gather this year at 
the historic Union League to come together united in the commitment to advocate for people with disabilities, to be 
their protectors of freedom.  As leaders, it is important to know the history, how did we get where we are now.  How 
do we take the knowledge of the past and keep moving forward? 
 
Community Options, Inc. invites you to join us for our annual conference to hear from nationally recognized 
speakers on topics including Leadership, Macro Change and Social Capital.



Al Condeluci is CEO of CLASS, 
a community based support 
system for folks with all types of 
disabilities in Pittsburgh, PA.  He 
holds an MSW and PhD from the 
University of Pittsburgh, where 
he is on faculty in the School of 
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences 
and the School of Social Work.  He 
has authored 7 books, including 
the acclaimed, Interdependence: 
The Route to Community (1991) 
and the newly released, The Macro 

Change Handbook (2015). 

He lives in McKees Rocks, PA, just outside Pittsburgh, on the 
family hill with his wife, children and some 30 other members 
of the extended Condeluci family.  He can be reached at  
412-683-7100 x 2122, acondeluci@classcommunity.org, or  
www.alcondeluci.com. Or follow him on Twitter @acondeluci 
or www.buildingsocialcapital.org 

ABOUT OUR SPEAKERS:

Graduating cum 
laude from Yale 
University in 
1970 with a BA 
in Physiological 
Psychology, Dr. 
Conroy began 
his career doing 
research on the 
impacts of the 
Developmental 

Disabilities Act of 1970. He received his 
MA in Sociology/Program Evaluation and 

Ph.D. in Medical Sociology from Temple 
University in 1992.  While at Temple Uni-
versity, he was the Principal Investigator 
and designer of the Pennhurst Longitudi-
nal Study, the largest study ever done up 
to that time on the topic of moving people 
with developmental disabilities from 
institutions to small community homes. 
Since then, Dr. Conroy has directed more 
than a dozen similar longitudinal studies 
in other states. He has been responsible for 
more than 250 formal research reports to 
government agencies and foundations, as 

well as more than 30 articles in scholarly 
journals and 10 book chapters.

His works have been publicized on CBS 60 
Minutes, ABC Nightline, public television, 
public radio, The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
The Chicago Tribune, and The New York 
Times.

Al Condeluci

Dr. James W. Conroy, PhD

Among Mr. Condeluci’s other credits:
 1971 – Awarded BA from Youngstown State University
 1971 – Joins John Kane Hospital Social Service Staff 
 1973 - Joins CLASS as Program Director
 1975 – Awarded an MSW from University of Pittsburgh
 1976 – Honorable Discharge from Army National Guard
 1984 – Awarded PhD from University of Pittsburgh
 1988 – Joins faculty at University of Pittsburgh
 1991 – Selected as CLASS CEO
 1992 – His book, Interdependence, wins AMA McMann Award
 1995 – Wins BIA-PA Hero Award
 1996 – His book, Beyond Difference, published –St.Lucie Press
 2002 – His book, Cultural Shifting, published – TRN Press
 2003 – Concludes successful $5 million Capital Campaign
 2007 – CLASS selected as “Best Place to Work”
 2010 – Winner of Frieda Shapira Medal – Outstanding Leader
 2010 – Launches the IN – www.buildingsocialcapital.org 
 2011 – CLASS again selected as “Best Place to Work”
 2011 – Winner of NABIS Public Policy Award
 2011 – Principle Investigator-Engagement Survey of 250 folks
 2012 – Pitt School of Ed Distinguished Alumni Award 
 2012 – Selected, National Society of Collegiate Scholars
 2013 – CLASS Act Hero, CLASS, Pittsburgh, PA
 2014 – His book, Social Capital, published, Lash Press
 2015 – His book, The Macro Change Handbook, released.



The Union League of Philadelphia, ranked 
the #1 City Club in the Country, is a shining 
jewel of history in a city defined by such 
treasure. Founded in 1862 as a patriotic 
society to support the Union and the 
policies of President Abraham Lincoln, 
The Union League of Philadelphia laid the 
philosophical foundation of other Union 
Leagues across a nation torn by civil war. 
The League has hosted US presidents, heads 
of state, industrialists, entertainers and 
dignitaries from around the globe and has 
proudly supported the American military 
in each conflict since the Civil War. The 
Union League continues to be driven by its 
founding motto, Amor Patriae Ducit or Love 
of Country Leads.

The League House occupies an entire 
city block in the center of Philadelphia’s 
commercial and cultural district. The 

building is representative of the classic 
French Renaissance style, with a brick 
and brownstone façade and dramatic twin 
circular staircases that lead to the main 
entrance on Broad Street. Built in 1865, the 
building was added to the National Historic 
Register in 1979. Approximately one-quarter 
million square feet in size, the building 
is spread out over eight floors and has 
entrances on all sides.

Inside, the traditional décor is accented in 
rich leather, patinated wood and polished 
marble. The League’s distinguished collection 
of art and artifacts adorns the walls and 
hallways. The collection is a rich chronicle 
of Philadelphia’s unique imprint upon the 
American landscape from the 19th century 
to today and is recognized by historians and 
art experts as a valuable component  
of American history.

Today, the Union League is home to over 
3,500 men and women who contribute 
to club life and keep alive the League’s 
traditions. As they did in 1862, today’s 
members represent the Philadelphia region’s 
leaders in business, education, technology, 
healthcare, law, government, religion, art 
and culture. The League’s civic participation 
and philanthropic outreach takes the 
form of three charitable foundations: The 
Youth Work Foundation, The Scholarship 
Foundation and The Abraham Lincoln 
Foundation, which educate the public about 
our nation’s history, recognize student role 
models in our region’s schools, and provide 
scholarships to deserving students.

ABOUT THE UNION LEAGUE

ABOUT COMMUNITY OPTIONS, INC.
Community Options, Inc. was incorporated 
on February 9, 1989 to develop residential 
and employment supports for people with 
severe disabilities, utilizing technology and 
training. As a national agency, Community 
Options has participated in institutional 
closure and community residential 
placement for thousands of people across 
several states. Community Options does not 
administer any large congregate programs, 
recognizing that people with the most severe 
disabilities need environments, equipment, 
clinical and staff support that are tailored 
to their very specific needs. In its history, 
the agency has developed a reputation for 
quality, cost effective administration that 
encourages individual choice and flexibility.

The officers, management and staff of 
Community Options, Inc. have many years 
of experience in providing community 
based residential and employment support 
to people with intellectual disabilities, 
autism, physical disabilities, traumatic brain 
injury and dual diagnoses. The agency has 
developed an expertise in working with state 
and county based authorities to facilitate 
community placement for persons moving 
from institutions. This expertise includes 
utilization of national staff to support locally 
recruited executive directors in submitting 
individualized service plans, locating and 
securing appropriate homes, condos and 
apartments and recruiting and training 
experienced staff. Community Options also 
hires state of the art consultants to assist 

staff in designing and operating services that 
meet very specific needs.

Community Options contracts with various 
government entities and is supported by 
dedicated staff in programs throughout 
several states: Arizona,  Kentucky, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina,  Tennessee 
and  Texas.

Additionally, the organization is experienced 
in providing International support services 
in the UK, Eastern and Western Europe, and 
the Middle East.

                           www.comop.org



Robert McCarthy Rings Opening 
Bell at New York Stock Exchange.

“Robert is one of our inspirational 
individuals who has lived with us 
for 18 years! With his contagious 
laugh and kind heart, he cherishes 
every moment in his life,” said 
Community Options Executive 
Director of Passaic and Sussex 
counties, Tracy Mendola. “To 
represent Community Options 
with this experience has given him 
memories for a lifetime! We are so 
proud of him!” 

The Union League of Philadelphia 

Founded in 1862 as a patriotic 
society to support the Union and 
the policies of President Abraham 
Lincoln, The Union League of 
Philadelphia laid the philosophical 
foundation of other Union 
Leagues across a nation torn by 
civil war. The League has hosted 
US presidents, heads of state, 
industrialists, entertainers and 
dignitaries from around the globe 
and has proudly supported the 
American military in each conflict 
since the Civil War. The Union 
League continues to be driven by 
its founding motto, Amor Patriae 
Ducit or Love of Country Leads.



Presents the 9th Annual iMatter Conference

REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

Name: _________________________________________________ Title: ___________________________________________________

Agency: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________ State: __________________________ Zip: __________________

Phone/TTY: __________________________________________________Fax: _______________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION AND FEES 

PAYMENT METHODS
Please indicate your form of payment. Checks should be made payable to Community Options, Inc.
           Check: Check # ________________________          Purchase Order: Purchase Order # __________________

Credit Card:          Visa            MasterCard            Discover

Name on Credit Card: _______________________________ Signature: _________________________________
Credit Card #: ___________________________________ Expiration Date: __________ CV#: ________________

Please send completed form with check (when applicable) to:

L E A DE R SH I P 
matters

  
Full Conference Package         
         $2,500.00  Includes entire conference registration, breakfast, lunch and receptions on Sunday evening at  
    the Union League and Tuesday evening.  Hotel accommodations at the Hyatt at the Bellevue.  
        

Lisa Smith    
16 Farber Road
Princeton, NJ 08540
609-951-9900
lisa.smith@comop.orgwww.comop.org/events/national-conference

            

                  



SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES: 

PAYMENT METHODS
Please indicate your form of payment. Checks should be made payable to Community Options, Inc.

           Check: Check # ______________________________              Purchase Order: Purchase Order # __________________

Credit Card:             Visa            MasterCard            Discover

Name on Credit Card: _______________________________ Signature: _________________________________

Credit Card #: ___________________________________ Expiration Date: __________ CV#: ________________

Please send completed form with check (when applicable) to:

            
                  

Community Options, Inc., Attn: Christina Mazza, 16 Farber Road, Princeton, NJ 08540

For additional information, please call Christina Mazza at 609-951-9900 or email cmazza@comop.org

        $500 Full Page Ad and Logo
Includes: Premier Placement in Ad Journal
Placement on Social Networking sites  
including Twitter and Facebook
Premier Placement on Conference Website
Dimensions - 8.5x11”

        $250 Half Page Ad and Logo
Includes: Placement in Ad Journal
Placement on Conference Website
Dimensions - 8.5x5.5”

        $150 Quarter Page Ad 
Includes: Placement in Ad Journal
Facebook Link
Dimensions - 4.25x5.5”

        $50 Business Card Size Ad
Includes: Placement in Ad Journal
Dimensions - 3.5x2”

      

      

      

      

Interested in advertising your business in our conference program & supporting people with disabilities?

SPONSORSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

______   YES!  I/We would like to help empower someone with disabilities by supporting 
Community Options and selecting a Sponsorship Opportunity: ________________________________

______I would like to make a donation of $ __________

Name: _________________________________________________ Title: ___________________________________________________

Company: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________ State: __________________________ Zip: __________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________Fax: ______________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

You may attach a hard copy of your ad, email your ad in PDF, TIFF or JPEG to cmazza@comop.org. *Kindly respond by October 12, 2015*



16 Farber Road
Princeton, NJ 08540

www.comop.org


