
25 Years of Innovation 
 
Community Options, Inc. invites you to our 8th Annual iMatter Conference 
at the Nassau Inn in Princeton, New Jersey.  
 
May 7th- May 8th 
8:30am – 4pm 
 
This year’s conference focuses on quality services provided to individuals 
with disabilities.  We are proud to announce the following speakers at this 
year’s conference. 
 
Sue Swenson, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services. Secretary Swenson will discuss proven effective practices, as 
well as what is new in special education. She will walk the audience through her life as a 
parent of a person with significant disabilities and her various roles in government. 
Secretary Swenson was previously the Executive Director of the Arc of the United States 
and the Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation, as well as the Commissioner of the 
Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) 
 
Jennifer Velez, Esq. Commissioner New Jersey Department of Human 
Services. Jennifer Velez was confirmed as Commissioner of the NJ Department of 
Human Services in 2007; re-nominated by Governor Chris Christie and re-confirmed in 
March 2010. She served as one of the Department's Deputy Commissioners from January 
2006 until her nomination. 
 
Commissioner Velez works in partnership with the Administration on initiatives 
including:  Medicaid reform; advancing supported placement of individuals with 
developmental disabilities and mental illness in the community; creating employment 
opportunities for people with disabilities; and sustaining the safety-net of services made 
available for the state's older population, and individuals and families with low income. 
 

John Crowley, President and CEO of Amicus. Mr. Crowley became president 
and CEO of Amicus in January 2005, having served as a director since 2004. Previously 
he was founding president and CEO of Orexigen Therapeutics. Preceding Orexigen, Mr. 
Crowley was senior vice president at Genzyme Therapeutics, a position he assumed after 
overseeing the sale of Novazyme Pharmaceuticals to Genzyme in September 2001. Mr. 
Crowley was the founding president and CEO of Novazyme that was developing a novel 
treatment for Pompe disease. He previously served in several senior management roles 
with the Bristol-Myers Squibb Company (BMS), including director of the Executive 
Committee for the U.S. Medicines Group, director of Business Strategy for the U.S. 
Pharmaceuticals Group, and director of U.S. Area Marketing for the Neuroscience and 
Infectious Disease Division. Preceding his experience at BMS, Mr. Crowley worked as a 
business strategy consultant for Marakon Associates. Mr. Crowley began his professional 



career as a litigation associate in the Health Care Practice Group of the Indianapolis-
based law firm of Bingham, Summers, Welsh & Spilman. 

Mr. Crowley is involved with several charitable and community organizations, including 
serving as president of the National Tay-Sachs and Allied Diseases Association. He is 
also on the Research Advisory Board of the national Muscular Dystrophy Association 
and the Board of Directors of St. Peter’s University Hospital. Mr. Crowley’s involvement 
with biotechnology stems from the 1998 diagnosis of two of his children with Pompe 
disease - a fatal neuromuscular disorder. Mr. Crowley and his family have been featured 
on the cover of The Wall Street Journal and on The Today Show, CNBC and The Paula 
Zahn Show. 

The Harrison Ford movie, Extraordinary Measures is based on Crowley family’s quest to 
save their children.   

Mr. Crowley is a commissioned officer in the United States Navy Reserve (active).  

Mr. Crowley earned his B.S. degree in Foreign Service from Georgetown University's 
School of Foreign Service, his J.D. from the University of Notre Dame Law School and 
his M.B.A. from Harvard Business School. 
 
Michael DuHaime, Partner at Mercury. Mike DuHaime is a Partner at Mercury. 
Mr. DuHaime is among the most accomplished political operatives in the country and 
was named by Time Magazine as one of the 40 under 40 rising stars of American politics. 
Mr. DuHaime runs Mercury’s New Jersey and Pennsylvania public affairs operations, 
where his unparalleled knowledge of the region’s politics, government and business 
sectors prove as an invaluable resource to private sector clients in New York, New Jersey 
and the entire Northeast. He works closely with Mercury’s Washington, DC-based 
national grassroots outfit providing counsel on public awareness campaigns and policy 
initiatives. 
 
Mr. DuHaime also advises multiple Fortune 500 companies, trade associations, sports 
teams, corporations and non-profits in the areas of public relations, crisis management, 
grassroots organization, survey research, strategic planning and marketing.  
 
Breakout session topics include: 

• Supported Employment 
• School to Work Transition for High School students 
• Domestic Violence programs for people with disabilities 
• Management and Leadership workshops 

 
For more information, contact Lisa Smith at 609-951-9900 or 
Lisa.Smith@comop.org or visit our website at www.comop.org 
 
To register, complete the attached form and fax to Lisa Smith at 609-951-
9112.  

mailto:Lisa.Smith@comop.org
http://www.comop.org/


Community Options, Inc 
Celebrating 25 Years of Dedicated  

Service to Individuals with Developmental Disabilities 
 

8th Annual i Matter Conference 
“25 Years of Innovation” 

 
Name: ____________________________________  Title: _______________________ 
 
Agency: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ______________________________  State: _____________  Zip: _____________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________  Fax: ____________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________________________ 

Registration and Fees Registration  
 Conference (May 7-8th)   $250.00 per person 
  Wednesday May 7th only   $150.00 per person 
  Thursday, May 8th only   $150.00 per person 
  1 day Conference + 1 Gala Ticket*   $300.00 per person 

Date of Attendance:__________ 
  2 day Conference + 1 Gala Ticket*   $375.00 per person 

Total $ 
Registration fee includes 2 breakfasts and 2 lunches during the conference. 

 
*A Gala honoring Governor Thomas Kean will be held Thursday, May 9th at Morven 
Museum and Garden in Princeton, NJ. Visit our website for additional information: 

http://www.comop.org/events/spring-event/ 
Community Options, Inc. is offering conference package, which includes the 

conference registration and 1 ticket to the Gala. 
 
Payment Methods 
Please indicate your form of payment. Checks should be made payable to Community 
Options, Inc. 
  Check: Check # ________           Purchase Order: Purchase Order # _________ 
Credit Card:      Visa        Mastercard        Discover 
Name on Credit Card: _______________________ Signature: _____________________ 
Credit Card #: ___________________________________  Expiration Date: __________ 
 

 
 
 

http://www.comop.org/events/spring-event/

