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"David Shunkey is autistic and doesn't speak. Around the start of the recession, he got laid off from
two jobs. Now he's trying to run his own business. More mentally and physically challenged adults are
looking to entrepreneurship as they get closed out of an exceptionally competitive job market,
according to several organizations that help the disabled, including Community Options Inc., a
nonprofit based in Princeton, N.J. of which Mr. Shunkey is a member. But in an economic climate
that's been tough on entrepreneurs, the disabled are no exception, and many face extra challenges.
"It's more difficult for someone like David to obtain a normal job," says Heather Gooch, one of several
Community Options workers helping Mr. Shunkey build a dog-treat business with an $850 state grant
from New Mexico, where his enterprise is based. "He needs close supervision." The unemployment
rate for disabled workers was 14.3% in June, up from 9.3% two years earlier, when the Labor
Department first began tracking such data for this demographic. In June, the unemployment rate for
the rest of the U.S. was 9.4%." - RAPatton from Bookmarklet
"Applications for an entrepreneur boot camp for disabled veterans that's offered through a network of
six U.S. business schools have risen every year since the program's inception in 2007, says Mike
Haynie, its national director. This year he expects to receive more than 500 applications for the
program's 150 seats. Founded by the Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University, the
boot camp starts with a 40-day distance-learning course, followed by 10 days of on-campus classes.
Participants are also paired with mentors and have access to free resources such as legal and
accounting services from corporate partners and the schools' alumni." - RAPatton
"Our daughter paid attention for at least half of the DVD before her attention started to waver. She
attempted a few of the poses and was fascinated by the animal and nature sounds like a hissing
snake and barking like a dog. We aren't sure if it made her any calmer, but she did have a good time
and now keeps asking to "do yoga" to her disc. While the children didn't seem noticeably more chilled
out in the end, yoga did amuse them and introduce them to a practice they can use to de-stress when
they're older. For us, that makes yoga for kids a keeper." - RAPatton
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